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President Sets up resident Kennedy on March 1 issued an executive order 
Pilot Peace Corps, authorizing the establishment of a Peace Corps on a tem- 
Urges Legislation porary pilot basis and also sent a message to Congress 


proposing legislation to authorize establishment of the 
corps on a permanent basis. The text of the explanatory statement issued from the White 
House and a partial text of the executive order follow. 


I have today signed an Executive Order providing for the establishment of a Peace 
Corps on a temporary pilot basis. I am also sending to Congress a message proposing 
authorization of a permanent Peace Corps. This Corps will be a pool of trained American 
men and women sent overseas by the U. S. government or through private institutions and 
organizations to help foreign countries meet their urgent needs for skilled manpower. 

It is our hope to have 500 or more people in the field by the end of the year. 

The initial reactions to the Peace Corps proposal are convincing proof that we have, 
in this country, an immense reservoir of such men and women -- anxious to sacrifice 
their energies and time and toil to the cause of world peace and human progress. 

In establishing our Peace Corps we intend to make full use of the resources and 
talents of private institutions and groups. Universities, voluntary agencies, labor 
unions and industry will be asked to share in this effort -- contributing diverse sources 
of energy and imagination -- making it clear that the responsibility for peace is the 
responsibility of our entire society. 

We will only send abroad Americans who are wanted by the host country -- who have a 
real job to do -- and who are qualified to do that job. Programs will be developed with 
care, and after full negotiation, in order to make sure that the Peace Corps is wanted 
and will contribute to the welfare of other people. Our Peace Corps is not designed as 
an instrument of diplomacy or propaganda or ideological conflict. It is designed to 
permit our people to exercise more fully their responsibilities in the great common 
cause of world development. 

Life in the Peace Corps will not be easy. There will be no salary and allowances 
will be at a level sufficient only to maintain health and meet basic needs, Men and 
women will be expected to work and live alongside the nationals of the country in which 
they are stationed -- doing the same work, eating the same food, talking the same 
language. 

But if the life will not be easy, it will be rich and satisfying. For every young 
American who participates in the Peace Corps -- who works in a foreign land -- will 
know that he or she is sharing in the great common task of bringing to man that decent 
way of life which is the foundation of freedom and a condition of peace. 


EXECUTIVE ORDER 


ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE PEACE CORPS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Section 1. Establishment of the Peace Corps. The Secretary of State shall establish 


an agency in the Department of State which shall be known as the Peace Corps. The Peace 
Corps shall be headed by a Director. 
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Section 2. Functions of the Peace Corps. (a) The Peace Corps shall be 
responsible for the training and service abroad of men and women of the United 
States in new programs of assistance to nations and areas of the world, and in con- 
junction with or in support of existing economic assistance programs of the United 
States and of the United Nations and other international organizations. 

(b) The Secretary of State shall delegate, or cause to be delegated, to the 
Director of the Peace Corps such of the functions under the Mutual Security Act of 
1954, as amended, vested in the President and delegated to the Secretary, or vested 
in the Secretary, as the Secretary shall deem necessary ior the accomplishment of the 
purposes of the Peace Corps. 

Section 3. Financing of the Peace Corps. The Secretary of State shall provide 
for the financing of the Peace Corps with funds available to the Secretary for the 


performance of functions under the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended. 


President Explains President Kennedy, during his press conference on March l, 
Reasons for Limited expanded on the reason why he did not recommend, in his 
Educational Support education message, matching grants for academic facilities 


for colleges and universities. The topic was introduced 
by a question concerning Federal aid to parochial schools. An excerpt from the trans- 
cript follows. 

Q. Mr. President, sir, in view of the criticism that has occurred, could you 
elaborate on why you have not recommended Federal aid to public--to private and 
parochial elementary and secondary schools. 

A. Well, the Constitution clearly prohibits aid to the school, the parochial 
school. There is no doubt about that. Through the Everson case, which is probably 
the most celebrated case, provided only by a 5-to-4 decision, was it possible for a ; 
local community to provide bus rides to non-public school children. But all through 
the majority and minority statements on that particular question there was a very 
clear prohibition against aid to the school direct. The Supreme Court made its deci- 
sion in the Emerson case by determining that the aid was to the child, not to the 
school. Aid to the school is--there isn't any room for debate on that subject. It 
is prohibited by the Constitution and the Supreme Court has made that very clear. : 
Therefore, there would be no possibility of our recommending it. : 

Q. But you are free to make the recommendations you have made which will affect | 
private and parochial colleges and universities? 

A. The aid that we have recommended to colleges is in a different form. We are 
aiding the student in the same way the GI Bill of Rights aided the student. The 
scholarships are given to the students who have particular talents and they can go to 
the college they want. In that case it is aid to the student, not to the school or 
college, and, therefore, not to a particular religious group. That is the distinction 
between them, except in the case of aid to medical schools, and that has been done 
for a number of years because that is a particular kind of technical assistance. The 
constitutional question has not arisen on that matter. 


The breadth of the President's definition of "technical assistance" is evidently 
a crucial question. It is possible that other sciences besides medical science may 
come within the definition. It is also possible that "technical," to him, implies 
research rather than instruction. Efforts will be made to explore these matters, 
since Federal grants for academic facilities, however narrowly defined, are of great 
importance, particularly to publicly supported institutions, most of which are de- 
barred from using loans for non-revenue-producing facilities. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Science Institutes for Over 9,000 superior secondary school students are 
High School Students being given the opportunity by the National Science 
Announced by the NSF Foundation to obtain tuition-free science training 


during the summer of 1961. Education in science 
and mathematics beyond that normally available in high school courses is being pro- 
vided to accelerate the scholarly development of these students. 

The Foundation has announced the awarding of 180 grants amounting to $2 million 
for Summer Science Training Programs for High-Ability Secondary School Students. A 
total of 158 colleges, universities, and nonprofit research organizations, located 
in 43 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, are developing special pro- 
grams and using their faculties to provide instruction in scientific: content and 
method. 

Programs being offered are of two main types. One stresses lectures, quizzes, 
supervised study periods, laboratory work, and field trips centered around one or 
more areas of science. The other gives the student real research experience by 
enabling him to work on a project of appropriate scope under the guidance of ex- 
perienced scientists. Some programs combine elements of both types. 

A third type, the Cooperative College-School Science Program, new and experi- 
mental in nature, is being included this year -- 19 programs at 17 institutions. 

It is designed to aid development of more rigorous curricula in secondary school 
science and mathematics. It will provide advanced training for about 2,700 
scientifically talented secondary school students and 50 secondary school teachers. 

Admission to the training programs will be determined by the sponsoring insti- 
tution, NOT by the National Science Foundation. In general, selection will be based 
upon scholastic ability, scientific motivation, and the completion of specified high 
school courses in science and mathematics. Students now in the 10th, llth, and 
l2th grades are eligible. It is expected that the great majority of students will 
have completed their sophomore or junior years. 

Support for the student-participants’ expenses will be available in part, so 
that students whose families cannot afford to pay all expenses for attendance at an 
institution will not be penalized. Students will be expected to cover as much of 
these expenses as possible for the privilege of attending one of these programs, 
so that the Federal funds can be stretched to provide for as many participants as 
possible. 

A list of the institutions where Secondary-School Student Training Programs 
will be held this summer, including the names of the directors, and the kinds of 
program offered, can be obtained from the National Science Foundation, Washington 


Nearly $80 Million The U. S. Office of Education has reported that 
Loaned to Students 140,281 loans totaling $59.6 million were made to 
Under NDEA Program college students between February 1959 and July 1, 


1960, the first 17 months of the National Defense 
Student Loan Program. Since participating colleges and universities contribute to 
the fund $1 for every $9 in Federal money, total National Defense Student Loan 
Funds available at participating institutions between February 1959 and July 1960 
were $78.6 million. . 

The Office of Education pointed out that, of the $59.6 million loaned in the 
first 17 months of the program, $44.1 million went to students who plan to) become 
teachers and to those with superior academic preparation in science, mathematics, 
engineering or a modern foreign language. The Office of Education estimated that 
45 percent of student borrowers in academic year 1959-60 plan to teach in public 
schools. Up to 50 percent of the loans made to these students will be forgiven by 
the Federal Government if they teach for five years. 


j Dp 
' 
~ 
11, 
3 
2d 
18- 
h 
i- | 
| 
ct § 
ire 
to 
| 
;Lon 
‘he § 
sly | 
| 
at 


é 


olive 


The report said that 18,000 high school students were approved for loans averaging 
$490 for study at participating colleges and universities in academic year 1959-60. A 
major objective of the loan program is to encourage able students in need of financial 
help to continue their educetion beyond high school. 
Male students obtained 67 percent of the loans made in academic year 1959-60. Mem- 
bers of the freshman class received 25 percent, other undergraduates 65 percent and 
graduate and professional students 10 percent. More than 10 percent of the graduate Bu 
student. borrowers were medical students. The total number of participating institutions 
was 1,357. 


Advertising Council Sharing the concern of many college and university presi- 
to Continue Campaign dents about the burgeoning army of young Americans march- 
ing towards higher education, the Advertising Council has 
voted to extend its Aid to Higher Education campaign for another two years. This public 
service project already has run three years, on behalf of the Council for Financial 
Aid to Education, with extensive cooperation and participation by users of advertising, 
newspapers, magazines, broadcasters and the transportation advertising industry. 

Purpose of the campaign has been to develop a wider public awareness of the possible 
danger of thousands of well-qualified high school graduates being squeezed out of higher- 
learning institutions too crowded to accomodate them. The campaign also concerns itself 
with the economic status of college teachers...many of whom have been lured away fron 
colleges to occupations paying higher salaries. 

"Support the. college or university of your choice" is the theme most widely used 
in the campaign since it started in 1957. During the past three years gifts and grants 
from all sources to higher education have increased 224, according to the Council for 
Aid to Higher Education. (In this calculation the CFAE has not counted the $199 ,522,000 
of special grants by the Ford Foundation in 196-57). 


Engineering Enrollment The U. S Office of Education has issued an advance report 
Seems to Be Stabilizing on engineering enrollments and degrees for the year 1960. 


Some highlights of the survey follow: 

1. For the first time in 3 years, there is no marked decline in freshman engineer- 
ing enrollment. Im the fall of 1960 that enrollment was 67,600 as compared with 67,700 
in the previous year. By contrast, total first-time college enrollment was up 12.4 
percent. 

2. Total undergraduate engineering enrollment was 234,200 -- down 3.6 percent from 
the preceding year. This is the smallest annual decrease reported in 3 years. 

3. Graduate engineering enrollments reached new peaks at all levels. Enrollment 
for the master's degree was 31,200 -- up 5.1 percent from last year; and for the doctor's 
degree was 6,400 -- up 14.2 percent from last year. 

4. The mumber of engineering degrees conferred during 1959-60 consisted of the 
following: bachelor's degrees 37,800 -- down 0.9 percent from last year; master's and 


other predoctor's degrees 7,200 -- up 6.0 percent; and doctor's degrees 790 -- up 
10.1 percent. 
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